Performance of medical students in case-based and essay components of written anatomy examinations.
This paper reports on second-year medical students' performance in the case-based and traditional essay components of the gross anatomy written examinations at the University of Otago held at the end of 1988 and 1989. The mean marks for these two components of the examinations are presented for the three main categories of student entry. Differential performance on the case-based component relative to the essay component has been determined for each student in the class and ranked in order. The proportions of students in the three entry categories falling in the various quartiles for the class are given. The data show that when an intensive programme of case-based learning was followed, as in 1988, all three categories performed similarly on the case-based component relative to the essay component. When a less intensive programme of case-based learning was used, as in 1989, the differential performance of the preferential undergraduate and graduate categories was different to each other. The findings suggest that the achievement of students in the case-based projects is dependent upon the organization of the programme and the extent to which students and staff become involved in the projects. The writing of reports on the cases by students for assessment in 1988 may have had an important influence on the outcome for this year.